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EDITORI AL ---------
Having so much to say and so little s pace to say it 

in makes the writing of this first editorial a rather 
difficult ta3k. Since .Kenneth Arnold savr his 'Flying Saucer' 
f leet back in 1947, interest and auareness in UFOs have 
snowballed to considerable proportions and a movement; 
though I h esitate to use this w<ll:'d as it generally implies 
political or religious motives; has by now been firmly 
established. Daniel Fry; famous contactee and r ocket 
engineer, estimated as far back as 1959 that the re were over 
5000 UFO groups in existence, of wnich at least 1000 were in 
the u.s.A. A great deal has happened in the five years since 
then and one can only g ue ss at the fo llowing that the subject 
no.v has" 

UFOlogy is gaining respectability. The u.s. Government, 
stubbornly silent as it is , has been constantly toying 
with the idea of publicising its material while, in stark 
contrast, the Swedish Authorities have calmly handed over 
their entire UFO files to civil investigators. B razil has 
indirectly adm itted that the saucers exist while Britain 
retains her sti ff upper-lip and persists in keeping 'mum'. 

IJIThere is it all leading? It seems to me that �ind 
is being subtly and gentl y led to a unanimous acceptance 
of the Flying Saucers, discs, call them what you will. 
Eventually, t hey must become co mmonplace; a little 
infrequent, perhaps, but normal; like earthquakes. This is 
the time when, IF they contain extra-terrestrial intelli­
gences, open contact will be made. 

The way in whic h SPACELINK fits into this gradually 
expanding picture is to pr ovide yet anotrer seat from which 
infonnation and opinions can be voiced. Of the large volume 
of 'advice' I have had during the pre-natal s tate of this 
maga:zine, the question that recurred most frequently was 
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lis another mag. necessar,y? • • •  Why not all Eds. join forces 

and produce one monster joumai? t The main objection is 
obvious; magazines are like people.· .An individlal, shouting. 
loudly in a corner , can be easily overlooked, but a 
purposeful mob has a good chance of impressing its i deals 
on stolid officialdom - harass the dog and i t  will rise. 

To describe the material we intend to publish in 
SPACELI1lli: would take a lot more room than I have at my 
disposal in this issu e for it covers not only the entire 
UFO field, but popular astronomy as well. If more people 
were familiar wi th heavenly bodies (pun ur�tentional ) , 
then I am sure less of our sighting reports would resolve 
themselves into observations of meteorites or the planet 
Venus. 

I must offer a fewwords of explanation, about the 
sentence in the SPACELINK circular which mentioned !'material 
with ·occult or psychi c bias'. It is not our intention to 
serve the 'lunatic fringe' nor cater for the ramblings of 
pseudo prophets who get carri ed away with the first morsel 
of popular tmysticism' they come across. If, h�1ever, 
someth1ng odd genuinely happens in this rather delicate 
field, the:q. vre are prepared to give it a fair scientific 
appraisal. 

In the next issue, th ere 1rill be more illustrations 
ovr.ing to the vacancy in stencil space left by the cover 
design. Photographs, sketches and. diagrams can all b� 
reproduced s o  do not hesitate t o  illustrate your art1cles ' 

d . where applicable. The cover will retain the p_resent es1gn 
for one year, b ut will change colour -vri th each iss ue. Next 
year, a dif�erent design will be printed. 

The policy of IWUFOIS is action and it is hoped 
that tlris vdll be reflected in its joumal, SPACELIN1{. 
UFOlogy as a serious field of research ha s been neglected 
too long• organisation, where it exists, is threadbare 
and leav�s a lot to be desired. It is high time the subject 
uas lifted from its 'collecting-car-numberst status. JJruFOIS 
has developed a system of sight�g tabulation and research 
that is virtually foolproof and, what is important to a 
voluntary body, inexpensive. In t he next issue, this sytem 
will be explained fully s o  that we can at last lay the 
foundation of a national sighting n etwork. 

Letters to the Editor are always uelcome and, if spaoe 
permits, the best vnll'be published. 
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IWUFOIS proposes to hold two national-scale 
skywatches this year: --

JU1-r:E 11th, 1964 ( at 3 p.m . ) 
SEPrEMBER 16th, 1964 ( f.rom 1 a.m. to 3 a.m. ) 

Full details of the first date will appear in the 
IvTarch/ April issue of SPACELINK while the second 
uill be covered in t he August/September issue. 

The dates have significance, as will be mentioned 
18. ter. 

BOOK YOUR COPY NOU. 

t • • •  \7e are a body o f  Scientific Researchers, not a 
bunch of evangelists seeking converts.' 

•• • • J. Cleary-Baker; abQut BUFOA. 

B.U.F.O.A.· Conference Report 
by F.W. Smith, Hon.Sec., 

IWUFOIS. 

The 23rd and 24th of November 1963 marked an important 
milestone in the history of the British UFO Association 
and gave the delegates of the member societies their first 
real opportunity of meeting together; both in the formal 
Council sessions and informally aftervvards. It was very 
heartening to be in the company of what represented the 
nucleus of organised UFO interest in the British Isles. 

Follovri.ng a short address by the President, J,h: Gra.ham 
Knewstub, A.M.Bri t.I.R.E., A.Inst.E., f ormerly Director 
of Research of the BritiSh Flying Saucer Bureau, the 
conference opened with a lecture by Antoni Szachnowski 
C, . f 

' 
Dalrman o the Anglo-Polish UFO Research Club who 

introduced his lecture by reading �elegrams and letters 
from UFO groups all over the world, notably Sv;eden, Japan 
and S\'vi tzerland, rrishing success to the conference. A 
poignant telegram from the American Association grieving 
over the assassination of their space-age President \Tohn 
F. Kennedy, .was very moving, expressing the mood of

' 
every­

one in the conference hall. 
11/Ir Szachnowski h as obviously done a g:r:eat deal of 

research into UFOlogy. He displ�ed photographic enlarge­
ments of evidence from archaeological finds. One was of an 
old draw:ing discovered in a cave; it looked like the figure 
of a man in a space helmet. Of course, one can only speculate 
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on this sort of find, but it does leave avenues fo r thought 
wide open. He also has been pey-ing a lot of attention and 
thought to the statements of Russian space-scientists; a 
great deal of r eading between the lines produced an 
intriguing picture of the official 'and unofficial attitude 
of Soviet people to the question of intelligent life beyond 
this planet. It vrould seem that Russian astro-physicists 
are realistically t ackling the problem of preparing the way 
for contact with intelligent life, if they have not alreagy . 
done oo� Drama. tic and far-reaching as this may seem,. and is, 
we should not close our eyes to its implications. The 
Russians have a faculty, due in large measure to their 
being a totalitarian state, of springing surprises, 
especially in space research. It is intriguing to 
contemplate what is going on behind t he Urels;. 

John Lleuelyn, Chairman of the Stratfo:rd-on-Avon UFO 
. group, followed up with a talk bringing in a very original 
slant rmder the somewhat forbidding ti tle of; tUnobvious 
ways in which t he .concept of UFO phenomena is disseminated.' 

It was his opi...YJ.ion that we were being subtly prepared 
for acceptance of 1 other beings t through the mass mdia of 
T.V. and newspapers in the form of intelligently presented 
science and space-fiction. The younger generation were far 
more advanced in t heir acceptance of the established fact 
of space travel than their generally more reluctant elders. 
This is not surprising when it is remembered that the 
hi story of earthman's serious experiment s in space is only 
five years o ld if o ne considers Sputnik 1 as the s tarting 
point. (4th Oct.,l957 -Ed). :Mx Llewelyn d isplayed a shrewd 
appreciation of the si tu.ation which he rei!"..fo rced by Showing 
at the end of the session the science-fi ction film; 'The 
Day the Earth Stood Still'. Although made a decade ago· this 
film is still remarkable in its si.'Yl.ceri ty and perhaps e�en 
more applicable to today's condition�; a film, in fact, with 
a most emphatic message. 

After the interval for refres?mentB, our Chairmn, Len 
Cramp, who had accompanied me to Bi.:rmingham, once again held 
the full a ttention of the audience with so me demonstrations 
using models, which pointed to certain teclmical support 

' 

of some recent sighting reports. Illustrating with slides 
his interpretation pf the possible explanation of ·the w� ' 
in which the now famous Wiltshire crater could have been 
fanned was particularly impressive. Uniortrmately, there 
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was insufficient time for· any subsequent ques tions, but I 
feel that, had there been, Len wou ld have b een there until 
the early hours. 

. Some very interesting films were then shovm; be� ng some 
of the very rare pieces of evidence which exist, not 
counting any official film and although the glimpses are 
all too brief they do give us a little crumb of comfort. 
Microscopic �alysis of these

.
films was then discussed by 

the two researchers responsible, Dr G. Doel, M.R.c.s., 
L.R.C.P., D.M.R.E. a n d  Basil Nubel, A.R.C.A., of the 
London UFO Research Organisation, who had apparently spent 
many hours on this work. · 

Besides the puqlic sessions, t here were meetings of the 
Council of B.U.F.O.A., t he writer being the delegate for 
I.Y!.U.F.o.r.s. Some important points e merged from the 
discussion an d I feel that they should be aired here for 
the benefit of a ll as this uas the core to which the future 
of the British UFO movement and its policy ac1.1.eres. 1.·zy­
apologies to B.U.F.O.A. Sec., N. Stephenson; I trust he will 
not feel that any cats are ·being let out of the bag! 

Financially, B.U.F .O.A •. are far from sound. Firstly, the 
nerr mem bers during the year did not come f o:crrard in the 
numbers expected. and �he production oosts of the journal 
were such that further issues seem doubtful. The first year 
of the organisation has n ot produced very much in the uay 
of information c oncerning evaluation of sighting reports 
and apathy can develop all too q uickly. The onus rests on 
the individual and , to this. end,- ill: o rder to perhaps guide 
him as to what h� can do, a few pointers in the right 
direction vrould help· in summing up the Conference and the 
future. 

Support your gToup as keenly as you can by attending 
meetings, etc. . 

Information, especially sighting reports, needs to be 
followed u p  as quickly as possible othen'rise news &"ld 
details soon lose their spice. Attempt to locate quickly 
the source of any report. Once the societies have become 
really aware of this particular activity, interest Will grow. 
Elsewhere in this issue is an outline of a schene for 
processing sighting reports on a national scale. B.U.F.O.A. 
are auare of this weakness and are working on an improvement. 
As mentioned earlier, finance stifles anything too ambitious 
at present, but with effort and not apa,thy, !OU can help 
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lay the foundation o f  a m ovement which, though s mall an� 
frail at the moment will be but a part of a pattem wh�ch 
will e merge in the future; a p:ttte,rn which cannot help but 
involve all mankind. No one knows the answers to all the 
questions; the . uro is and, vrhen we lmow why i � i�, the most 
intriguing phenomena of this planet may give mank:-nd an 
answer to his countless· questions and, perhaps, h �s prayers. 

On then to a year o f  activity; both for 1 Them 1 and us J 

'Nothing in life is to be feared. It is only to be 
understood. ' 

• • • • •  Mari e Curie. 

THE CHARLTON CRATER. 
a report by J. Cleary-Baker, Ph. D. 

I went down to t he Charlton 'crater', with a colleague, 
on the afternoon o f  Saturdey, July 27th. The ovmer of the 

·land l� lloy Blanchard, having previously giv en me writ ten 
permission to enter upon this property, was kind enough to 
come and answer my questions on th� site and was ab le to 
elucidate many points .not made clear in nffivspaper reports. 

The activities of t he bomb-disposal squad and of sight­
seers h ad eliminated many o f  the origin al featUres, but it 
prov-ed to be possible, with Mr Blanchard' s assistance, to 
reconstruct the scene as it was at first. ( See diag. belov1) 
( Photo. in F.S. Revimv, Vol.9, No.5 -Ed.) 

The central hole had been about three feet deep, 
penetrating about @- inches of soft topsoil and entering the 
sandstone whi eh underlie s  i t. ¥/here the th ree slots had 
reached a thick growth of barley, it was s till quite plain to 
see that .the· plan-fa had been forced flat, AWAY from the 
direction of the crater. 

There were no bur n  or scorch marks o n  the barley or 
potato crops ·which meet around the site of the crater. It was 
noteworthy that inside the crater, i.e. for a distance of 
over 8 feet from the central hole, no barley, potatoes or 
even weeds were to be seen, o r  any traces of s uch. 

The additional indentations and other marks first reported 
by the elusive 'Australian physicist' of the n�spaper reports, 
have no connection with the affair. They are due to ueather, · 

foxes and the like a nd may be disregarded. A further press 
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account of a 'scorched cowl is another red-herring. The oow 
was pastured in a field a long way from the crater and seems 
to have been bitten by an adder! 

I was unable to obtain additional information concerning 
the 1buming orange object flashing through the sky', seen on 
the night of July lOth by P.C • .Anthony Penny, apparently 
descending on the field 1�1ere the crater is. This could have 
been an illusion due to car headlights from a road running 
high on the hills overlooking the field. 

When all false leads and doubtful accretions have·been 
eliminated, the case remains a remarkable one. The so-called 
'meteor' unearthe d by the Army has proved to be a piece of 
ordinar.y ironstone, proving no more than that astronomers 
do not alweys recognise meteors when they see theml No bomb, 
or traces of one, have been located. The nature and circum­
stances of the incident rule out hoax and accidental damage 
by a car or piece of farm machine:r:y. It should be· noted that 
somewhat similar craters were reported at about the sane time 
in the Lammer.muir Hills in East Lothian, Scotland, on the 
same parallel of longitude as Cbarl tonl (For a comprehensive 
report on these, and others, see T.U.F.o.s. publication, 
'ORBIT', Vol.5, No. 2 -Ed). 

� • ' 
• '... I ' . 

.. 
. .. , . .  .:,,,,,;.· 

- . ·�-
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Evaluation:-
:rvzy- personal view i s  that the Charl ton crater was caused 

by the landing of a discoid Unidentified Flying Object, 
probably of the kind classified by the U.S.A.F. 'Project 
Bluebook·' as, 'Flying Saucer - Little Brother', to give it 
its code-name. 

On this hypothesis, the central hole represents the 
cavity created· by the under:part of th e middle column of the 
saucer. The 8-foot crater represents the· indentation caused 
by that part of the saucer's convex under-surface which came 
in contact with the ground. 

I do not accept that the mysterious slots radiating from 
the perimeter of the crater were caused by tripod legs or 
anything of the kind. The way in vrhich the barley_ was flattened 
awey from the crater points to jets of compressed gas of some 
kind, steadying the saucer and cushioning its descent. 
(Somer.rhat on the lines of a hovercraft, but with more 
localised cushioning) . 

On truce�off, the saucer's auto-gravitational field 
woul,d begin to fo:rm, lifting barley, potatoes and a certain 
amount of loose soil. All this might later be jettisoned 
by a momentary cutting off of the uro 1 s power. If this 
happened over an inhabited area, a 'fortean1 Shm1er of earth, 
stones·; barley and potatoes would astonish the persons belm7! 

J.C-B.,' 28.7.63. 

In the Beginning 
by L.G. Cramp, A.R.Ae.s., M.S.I.A. 

The date uas November 23rd 1963, the place, a comfortable 
Birmingham hotel roo� 

I found myself looking around at the members of the 
first BUFOA conference. They were mostly young men, earnest men, 
sincere men. I found myself wondering where all this would 
lead, this tireless search for the truth behind so called 
Flying Saucers. Although at the moment internal policies of the 
yom1g association was the ke��ote, perhaps these were but the 
birth pangs of an order yet to come? An order vh ich could one 
day rank as one of the most far reaching the ·world has ever 
known.. Far reaching in the true sense t>f the word, for i t may 
involve diploma tic relations with other cultures from outer 
space. Daily more and more· p·eople are coming to realise the 
truth of our subject, the societies are expanding and an ever 
increasing number of people of scientific leaning are taking 
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notice. Backed up by these scientists, the weight of· 
public opipion will finally bring pressure to bear on 
secretly filed documents hidden away � government 
departments the uorld over. This together with space 
mindedness now being stimulated in the minds of ordinary 
folk, will prepare the earth t s civilisation for its 
greatest adventure of all. 

At the moment, after some .fifteen years of sifting, 
seeking, debating, the little Socie"!?ie s have fi11ally 
gTOuped together, perhaps none of them particularly nearer 
to the truth t� the other. 

The one thing they have in comnon is the unshakeable 
belief that there is 'something stranget going on in the 
skies of this planet. Something, someone, is conducting 
surveillance of this globe for an un.."known purpose. We 
earnestly believe one day all men everywhere will 
ultimately come to accept this as a fact. 

YD1en that day comes, be it near or in the distant 
future, we sr.lB.ll be glad to have taken part in laying the 
foundation of  a greater understanding of the nature of the 
universe. 

For no extraordina� order is tr�s. It calls for no 
other degree or qualification than simple faith, in tba t not 
all men are deluded, dishonest, fraudulent, sensation seekers. 
That a great many of them are sane, honest and accurate 
observers o f  the truth, ·it is on their testimony that we 
are proud to have built our case. 

It could be of course that when it does come we shall 
be swept aside in the great wave of world wide acceptance 
of interplanetar.y intelligences. 

We may reach no other granduer than at informal parties 
our children's children will tell of Grandfather's awareness, 
faith and vision and who knows, but a higher order than we 
has deemed it so • That the slowly emerging pattern we see 
unfolding as in the correctness of thing-s, it may well be that 
you and yours are truly privileged to take even the smallest 
of parts in the coming of age of this present earth civilis­
ation. For in all truth it� well be that • • • 

"Unto you it is given to know the m ysteries of the 
kingdom of God, but to others in parables, that 
seeing they shall not see, and.hearing they shall 
not understand." Math. 13; 10. 

For, by only such means will mankind evolve. 
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UFOs IN PREHISTORY. Part one. 
by Mrs N. Spanner. 

Aime 1uchel1s 'Straight Line Theory' was a big step 
forward in UFOlogy. Here at l�st was an a:ttempt to correlate 
sightings and to discover some sort of patt.ern of 
distribution, etc. From his plottings, a definite pattern of 
time and place emerged; he did not, at this stage, t� to 
interpret his results, but I understand that he is working 
on this nov1. 

As many others must have done, I tried his methods for 
myself, using the most complete set of British sightings · 
available; those for 1956, collected by Brinsley Le Poer 
Trench. There are over a hundred of them and they form a 
pattern which appears as deliberate as the French one. There 
are differences·, howevE=?r; sightings are less frequent, so 
that the time factor is not so important·, but there is a 
marl<:ed grouping in certain areas and this appears �o have 
significance. What this could be Yras not immediately 
apparent and· it was only by chance that I happe:ne d upon ·the 
next clue. 

Soon after making my sighting map, I came upon another 
sketch map uhich, at first glance, was its duplicate! It 
showed the same groupings in the same areas as my map but, _ 

in this · case, it was a map of known Neolithic sites in 
Britain. There are so few of these, in such widely separa.t�d 
parts of the country, that it must be more than a coincidence 
that the sightings were grouped in just these same areas. 

It seemed a good idea to check ihe French sightings 
again to  see if a similar correlation s howed there. France 
was the ideal l)lace to .choose for this as more research had 
been done there on prehistoric cultures than :L"'1 any other 
country; it has, in addition, the famous painted caves at 
Lascaux, etc. The map in Michel 's book, which _plots all the 
sightings mentioned, shows that· the majority lie within an 
area in central France, roughly rectangular, with out :lying 
groups along the north, west and south-wes:t ocasts. Although 
it was not possible to pinpoint camp sites and sightings so 
accurately in another country, it was possible to see that 
the outline of the main group of  sightings was ro�ghly the 
area of the Central Massif and includes many of the painted 
caves and numerous prehistoric sites. More are found ,_along 
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the northern coastal area, in Brittany, with its large 
numbers of megalithic monuments, a."Yld in the southwest in the 
Basque country. Without detailed archaeological maps, it is 
hard to say i f  there is such a correlation as there appears 
to be here. 

It is even harder to check on this on a world-wide 
scale, but as a rough guide it is possible to compare 
frequency of s ightings in any area with archaeological 
activi "bJ there; particularly with recent discoveries. The 
areas with the highest number of recorded sightings ar·e 
undoubtedly North and South America. These are followed by 
Africa, especially North Africa, India and the Mediterranean 
countries. In all of these, archaeological discoveries of a 
particular type h ave, and still are, being made. 

If the connection between UFOs and these sites can be 
shovm t o  be valid, the reason for it must be either the 
location of these sites or the people who lived t here. 

Vfuere ver these people lived, one thingwas essential ­
a plentiful s upply of the stone which they needed for tools 
and weapons; either flint, quartz or obsidan, all f<lr'ms of 
silica. All three fo:rms had the same qualities in that they 
could take a fine cutting edge, but all were brittle and had 
to be replaced frequently. As these were a sedentary people 
who made p ermanent settlerrents, th ey ha d to have a good 
supply of flint or the other silicates in their neighbourhood. 
This explaL""ls wby, in Britain, the settlements are found so 
cl ose together in certain areas while there is no trace of 
them in the remainder of the country. This same condition 
applie·s anywhere in the world and is the cause of the 
comparative scarcity of their settle ments. 

There would appear to be two very disparate reasons for 
the interest of the UFOs i n  these particular places; one 
concerns the people who once occupied these settlements and 
the other the geology of the places where they lived. As 
these represent the tvx:> extremes o f  UFO theory, it w ould be 
better t o  look at them separately. 

Some years ago, when archaeology bad become a t idy and 
respectable science, with most of the questions answered, 
disooverie s began to be made which seemed to upset the 
accepted order of things. Sites were excavated which revealed 
the remains of complex ciyilisations that must have existed 
far earlier than was then thought possible. Previous 
occupation of the site was either non-existent or of a 
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primitive type. It was therefore argued that thes� civilised 
people, with their superior brain-power and equipment, must 
have been invaders who had conquered the original 
inhabitants, if any", and that their homeland was eisewhere. 
All efforts to find this homeland and.to trace the transition 
from the primitive· to ·the complex civilisation have, so far, 
failed. They s eem to have arrived f rom nowhere and finally 
to have disappeared just as mysteriously; in mani instances, 
it can be seen from the occupation levels t hat their 
settlements were abandoned suddenly and that t he next 1 evel 
abov e i s  a reversion t o  the primitive. 

Although stone was t heir principal material, they were 
not ignorant of the use of metals. Gold, silver, copper and 
tin were used, but were reserved for ceremonial purposes. 
Stone was their characteristic materi'al and it is by their 
stone monuments that they are recognised. The Ziggaruts of 
Ur, the Pyramids of Egypt, the pre-Inca temples of Peru, the 
avenues of Carnac in Brittany, Baalbec, Stonehenge and 
AvebUI'iJ are some of the best lmown. Some of their works show 
engineering sh.'i.lls unexcelled today. Many are built of solid 
blocks of stone, many weighing from fifteen to a hun dred 
tons apiece, often quarried some distance from the building 
site; the bluestone used for Stonehenge was brought from 
Prescelly in West Wales. Once there, these blocks were hauled 
up by some unknown means·, Irla\Vbe a hundred feet or mo e, as 
building progressed. vmen they have b een uncovered, e 
blocks are often found still in their original positions, 
so well fitted together t hat even a knife blade cannot be 
inserted betvreen them There. is one. series of their buildings 
where less tractable material made th e usual precision fit 
they achieved w ith limestone or sandstone blocks impossible. 
An example of these we·re the vitrified bill forts of Scotland 
where the separate blocks h ave been fused together at the 
joints with intense heat. A temperature of at least 1500 deg. 
centigrade was necessary to d o  this and i.t had to be a 
narrow, directed flame, as only the joints have been 
vitrified. The only instrument capable of doing this are an 
electric welding torch or th e modem laser - but these forts 
were built at least fou r thousand years ago! ( Comp. the ref. 
to the Bramah weapon in the Adamski/Leslie book -Ed. ) 

In many of the city sites, statuary and wall-paintings 
have been found, but the most r emarkable of the paintings 
are those vrhich h ave been found in caves. All h ave been · 
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discovered by accident a nd there may be many more still 
hidden. Although none have been discovered in Britain as yet, 
there are certain clues which suggest that Culver Cliff, on 
the Isle of Wight, could reveal something of this nature. 

There is far more to say about these mysterious people, 
but I think the few i ns tances I have given of their abilities 
and achievements are enough to show that they were somewhat 
unusual, if nothing more. When it can be shown that it is 
over their sites that L�Os have been seen most frequruLtly ,  
some connection between the two c an  be argued. 

(To b e  continued) 

It is written • • • 

• • • behold, a sto� wind came out of the north 
and a great oloud uith brightness round about it , and fire 
flashing forth continually, and in the midst of t he fire, 
as it were gleaming bronze.' 

Ezekiel; 1, 4. 

t ••• I saw a wheel upon the earth beside the 
living creatures, one for each of the four of them. As for 
the appearance of the wheels a nd their construction:: their 
appearance was like the gleaming o f  a ch.L -solite; and the 
four ha.Q. the same likeness, their construe ion being as it 
were a wheel within a wheel. Yf.hen they went, they went in 
a:ny of· their four d1rections v.rithout turning as t hey went. 
The .four wheels had rims and they had spokes; and their 
rims were f ull o�. eye�und about. And when the liv:ing 
creatures �ent, the wheels went beside them; and when the 
living creatures rose f rom the earth, the wheels rose. 1 

Ezekiel; 1, 15. i 

�--��--�------------------------------------/ 
' • •• for t he spirit of the living creatures 

was in the 'flheels. 1 

c,v.&.,tl,# c 
·��I' lt 1-e -

Ezekiel; 1, 21. 

Th.ge 15 
·THE LONG SEARCH :BDR ASTRONOMICAL TRUTH 

by K. Ball, B.Sc., F.R.A.S., F.B.I.S. 
It is lmown that the Babylonia.ns, by means of long and 

patient o bservation of t he sky, had acquir�d an extensive 
knowledge of the app arent movements of the heavenly bodies. 
An astronomer-priest of ancient Babylon, noticing a reddish 
star near the horizon; would know immediately that it was 1fuxs 
and would be able to trace its apparent movement across the 
sky; he would also know when and where to expect its re­
appearance. But I�rs, to the priest, was not the next pla.n�t 
outside the earth's o rbit - it was n ot even a solid body, 
but merely the a bode of � certain god! There is no evidence 
whatsoever to suspect that the Babylonians, who possessed an 
enormous lmowledge of the motion of the stu1, the moon, and the 
planets among the so-called f ixed stars, ever made the least 
attempt to determine their distance o r  their properties. The 
inferences they drew from this vast, and quite precise, lmow­
ledge they had acquired were absolutely childish and trivial; 
the complete absence of the idea that there were other worlds, 
comparable in size to the earth, precluded a ll further know­
ledge. 

.Ancient Chinese astronomy was severely constrained by. 
the same limitation. The y learned to recognize certain 
cyc1es; they predicted eclipses quite accurately, and even 
invented astronomical instruments that are of great assist­
ance in determining the· position of a planet or star. Unfor­
tunately, they were convinced that the earth was flat, and 
gave no c redance to the J;X)Ssible existence of other worlds. 

Similar beliefs were held in ancient Greece, but their 
astronomy did finally overcome the concept of a flat �arth. 
Pythagoras of Samos learned to identify "Hesperos" and 
"Phosphoros" as the same planet, the one we call Venus , and 
he became familiar with the ·concept of a spherical earth 
freely poised in space. About two hundred y ears later, 
Heraclides of Pontus, who became a disciple of Plato in 
360 B. C., taught that the planets Mercury and Venus re­
volved about the sun, but h e  still maintained that the sun 
revolved around the earth. Aris.tarchus of Samos actually 
proposed what we now lmow as the Copernican system, vrith the 
sun at t he centre of the system and all . t he planets revolving 
around it. He also attempted (in abou� 280 B.C.) to measure 
the distance of the sun and moon f rom the earth. Later, 
Eratosthenes, the Royal Librarian at Alexandria, decided t o  
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measure the earth. The effect of his incorrect initial 
assumptions would appear to have nullified one another, since 
his estimate of 250,000 stadia was surprisingly accurate; 
this one must remember, took place about two centuries before 
the b irth of Christ. Next cf.me the astronomer Hipparchus 
(180 B.C. - 125 B.C. ), whose most important wo:k

.
was �he 

. cataloguing of 1,080 "fixed"
. 
stars, whic� he diVlded

1
·l�to su 

groups according to the mag:ru tu de of thelr apparent o�ghtness 
a system still in use today. In our eyes, however, Hl�parchus 
"blotted his copybook" by reverting to the retrograde ldea of 
the earth as the centre of the solar system. (the ptolemaic 
system). . 

At about this period philosophic speculation uas r�fe 
concerning the plurality of \70rl�s� In 160 A.D. � the first 
"science fiction" story ( concerrung space travel) called 
"Vera Historia" ("True History") was written by the Greek 
sophist and satirist, Lukien. No movement·, either forvvards 
or backrrards, was made in astronomical knowledge for many 
centuries after this time. Follovring the philosophy of 
Aristotle, who was opposed i:D the idea of a plurality of 
,;rorlds, in 1145 A.D. Fra.nciscus Gratianus issued a "left 
hook" to astronomical advancement in the fo:tm of a straight 
"prohiqitus est" : the belief in more than one w�rld was 
declared to be heretical. However in 1277, the B�shop of 
Paris, Etien Tempier, trith authority granted by Pope John 
XXI officially cond��ed the proposition that there could 
be �nly one vrorld. God's plentitude was not to be restricted; 
plenti tude a.:hd creative power must be lm.limited. This 
ecclesiastical opinion prevailed until the end of the 16th. 
centu:cy-; the Church did not turn against plura.li ty again 
until ruch time as it VIas confronted with the concept of a 
moving earth. 

The fire of what is now called the astronomical revolu­
tion was kindled by the publication of three books and the 
invention of the telescope •. . The first of these books was 
entitled "On the Revolutions of the Celestial Orbs" and was 
written by Nicholas Copernicus of Thorn, appearing in 1543. 
The second was Joha.nnes Kepler1s "On the Motions of ].liars", 
in 1609. The third - a direct result of the invention of the 
telescope - was Galileo Galilei 1 s "Messenger of the Stars", in 
1610. Copemicus t book was placed on the Index of Forbidden 
Books in 1616, and remained forbidden until 1835, while 

Galilei was compelled to recant in  1633. The inherent result 
of all this w as that the rapid development of astrononzy- during 
these two hundred years was confined to Protestant countries. 
These three books. considered together form, in logical 
progTession, a new picture of the world. It was Kepler who 
first realised that the planets move in elliptical orbits 
with the sun at one of the focal points of the ellipse 
(Kepler's first lau). The position at this time may be 
summed up by saying that Copernicus and Kepler put the 
mechanism of the solar system in order, while Galileo Ga.lilei, 
by means of direct. telescopic observation, put worlds into the 
solar system. 

All this, taken together, provided a new and fertile 
foundation for dreams of space travel, and many books in 
this metier began to appear. Lukien 1 s "True History" was 
reprinted, Kepler himself wrote 11Somnium", a fantasy, which 
was published after his death, and Bishop Fra..�ci s Goduin 
vrrote "The Man in the· Moon/or/a Discourse af a Voyage 
thi ther/By/Domingo Gonsales/The Speedy Messenger. 11 Cyrano de 
Bergerac wrote two novels of the space travel type, ''Voyage 
dans la lune" (1649) and 11Histoire des Etats et Empires du 
Soleil" (1652) . Bernard de Fontenelle's "Entretiens sur la 
Plurali te des Mondes" ("Discourses on the Plurality of 
Worlds") followed in 1686. Intended as a popular astronomy 
book, it took Europe by storm, its leading idea being that 
every planet must be inhabitated, but by beings with 
constitutions compatable with their particular environments -
quite a modern thought! 

The fine mathematical work of Giovanni Cassi11..i, when 
:Mars closely approached the earth in 1672·, caused the 
realisation that the solar systemwas at least twice the 
size it had hitherto been thought to be. It also became 
clear what Kepler had taken for granted over one hundred 
years before: that the atmosphere formed only a thin shell 
around the earth, so that even the possession of a flying 
chariot did not mean the possibility of a trip ._to the moon. 

Now that Astronomy had been set on solid, scientific, 
foundations, and �he bubble of easy space travel, ·fantasy 
had been pricked, the science was free, at·l ast, to proceed 
to the occupation of its present eminent position in the 
modern scientific world. 
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NEWS . 

' Tomato es placed near a strong magnet ripened several days 
sooner than di d o thers without such h elp in an experiment 
conducted by horticultural ist s of Utah S tat e University. 

They created a strong magnetic fi el d around one group 
of plant s while l etting another group devel op no m.�lly. . In 
eight days the average magneti sed t omato was pink . It t ook 
three more days for the o thers to reach that stage . By that 
t ime , the magneti s ed t omato e s  w ere almo st _ red . 

The s ci ent i s t s  believe that magnet i sm speeds up enzyme 
action or stimul at es hormone pro duction . ' 

Sci entifi c Horizons , 
November , 1963. 

(Here i s  an opportunity for s omeone t o  do some cheap _ 

research ! Tho se b owl -bound hyacinth bulb s on your window·­
ledge ·would be i deal -Ed . ) 

A SCEFTIC t S VIEW 
by M.. Lloyd . 

Many UFO investigators feel that sci ent i st s ,  
politicians-, newspa� r editor s ,  amateur astronome rs, and 
anyone usually c redit ed wi th public influence vi ew them 
in c ont empt and ridicul e in the same wa;y that exponent s 
of b lack magic ·are viewed . This , I believe , i s  not generally 
the cas e ; the sceptic ism nit h  whi ch obs e rvations _ of UFO s 
and theori es c oncerning t hem are rec eived i s  at l east 
partial ly due tO unsci entifi c metho ds of factual present­
ation , and in many cases ' �oolly t hinking ' and 1 loose 
expression ' o f  t he most reprehensibl e kind . I nzy-s elf must 
confe s s  to being a sc eptic .  In thi s articl e ,  I Eh all attempt 
to give a short survey of UFOlogy toge ther with some 
const:ructi ve critici sm. Inevitably, I shall be unable to 
deal fully with- a number of important i s sue s ,  but I hope 
that you will b ear wi th me if I seem · to have summarily 
despat ched your favourit e  UFO theory o r  line of approa ch . 

If c l o s e  proximity (u sually ground ) sightings are 
ignore d ,  the phenomena appear t o  b ear a great s imilarity 
to tho s e  of met eo rit e s . Thi s is not to say that I acc ept 
every UFO sighting as an example of a - met eorit e , but simply 
that the mo de of ob servation , i . e . , vi sual , Photographic 
and radar, i s  the same in b o th phenomena and , s ince everyone 
acc ept s the exi s t ence of met eol�tes the s ceptic will lean 
t ovrards thi s explanation ; where applicabl e .  I r eali s e  that 
serious minded UFO investigat o rs have applied stringent tests 
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to the validi ty of all reported s ightings s o  as to avoid ,  a s  far 
as po ssibl e ,  hoaxes and delusions ; thi s at titude I applaud. 
Having then ascertained that a. sighting is neit he r  a hoax 
no r a d elusion , an alt ernative natural explanat ion should 
be s ought . Only when none c an be found should t he s ighting 
b e reco rded as a UFO .  The c at egory into whi ch ihe si ght ing 
wil l fall w ill d epend on whet he r  o r  not one is a beli ever 
in UFOs . If o ne do e s  not 1::e l i eve ,  probably 3% o f  sightings 
will appear t o  be unclassifiabl e as natural phenomena , but 
if o n e  i s  a sceptic th en I feel t hat for every s ight ing, a 
natural explanation will b e  found . It fo ll ows that tho se 
sightings whi ch are analogous to met eorit e sightings are 
perhaps not the b e st f orm o f  ob servati on to pres ent to t he 
sceptic . 

I will n ow deal with the clas s  of sightings in which 
more direct evi dence of t he nature of UPO s , i s  given . 
Because of their d etail ed nature , thi s clas s of si ghting 
i s  more likely to be att acke d on the grmmds of hoax or 
delu sion. 1tr own fe el ing i s  that , except in a very few cases, 
hoaxes can b e  rul ed out as an explanati on . The d elu si on 
hypothesis i s  not so easily reje cted , especial ly since no 
psycholog�cal or philosophical theory of perc epti on i s  
universally acc epte d  a s  c orrect . What i s  c ertai n i s  that any 
perc eption h as two component s ,  one which derives from what 
is t actually there ' and th e o ili er which derives from what 
we think we perc eive i s  th ere. Ho-vrever , th ere appears to 
b e  certain members of the ab ove class o f  si ghtings whi ch , 
unl e s s  we a s sume that a numb er of people were s imul taneously 
deluded , we must accept as inexplicabl e. Th es e  I r egard as 
b eing worthy o f  study; a t  least m1til the s c epti c  c an  find 
a reasonabl e explru1ation. 

The above classi fi cati on of s i ghtings l eave s  me open 
to the charge of ob s curi ty sin ce the d.i vi s ion i s  an 
arbi tary one concerning th e amount of detai l inclu ded in 
ob s ervati ons . However , if we vvi sh to be rigo rou s ,  t he . 
latt er class can b e  defined by the po s se ssi on of character­
i s t i c s  such a s  sh ape , contact s and/ or acco mpanying 
physical effect s .  In any case my c omment s r emain vali d  
since I a m  merely att empting t o  ab stract tho se s ightings 
whi ch provide the bigges t  problem to t he s ceptical 
UFOlogist . 

Allouing for a number o f  ' val i d '  si ghtings , I will 
now deal with the only so far proposed s ci entific 
analysi s of UFO sightings . I am, of course , referring t o  
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.Airne Mi chel ' s  Orthot e:ny hypothesi s.. While I do not pro pose 
to  give a deep analysi s o f  Ortho teny, I wieh to make a few 
ob serV"at ions on the hypothesi s as I s ee i t . 

Michel states that of nine sightings report ed on 
S ept. 24th , 1954, six fell on a strai ght line ( i . e . , a . great 
circl e) . He goe s  on to rej ect the two naturali stic hypotheses 
of delusion and chance ; however, he do es so  by dealing with 
them s eparately. I suggest that if we combine the above 
hypotheses , rttchel ' s  re j ection is not j usti fied.  �tichel 
discounts the sightings at each end of the line and works 
out his probability on only s even sightings . Let u s  assume 
that out of the seven sightings , only three are vali d 
(rememb er ·that r•/Iichel himself states that originally he 
felt that only one of the s ightings stoo d up to hi s  usual 
validi ty tests )-wB can then proceed t o  s� that at most 
two · of these val id sightings , to gether wi th two of the 
non-valid sightings will f all on the four point line . 
Therefo re , we can now have the probability of two of the 
three valid sightings and mo o ut of four non-valid sight:ings 
fall ing on a stTaight line • These probabilities are well 
vrithin the bound s o f  chanc e .  Thus if we assume that only 
a fraction o f  the sightings are valid ;  the hypothe ses of 
chance explain t he strai ght li ne configuration. I admit 
that we are now l eft wi th a probl em of how both valid and 
non-valid obs ervations occur on a straight line, . but thi s 
I suggest is no t an insoluble problem and indeed i s  
unwittingly assumed by UFO investi gators in some cases where 
e. s ighting i s  re jected. 

Having l eft myself wide open for attack, I feel i t  
only fair to state that th e  above comment s are no more 
than first thoughts on Michel 1 s hypothesi s and are open 
to ob j ections . In any case even assuming the truth of 
Orthote:ny ,  it does not prove the exi stence of UFOs , but 
only of ob j ects that appear t o  move al ong geodesic l ines .  

I would n ow  like t o  turn to theo ri es of UFO origin .  
Here we are really dealing with th e po ssibility o f  the 
exi stenc e  of UFOs and n ot their actual ob servation. 
Usually the theori es attempt t o  suggest a hi gh degree of 
probability that life and int elligence eri st in o ther parts 
of the Univers e .  The arguments are very persuasive and I 
am inclined to support them. However, even if these theori es 
be correct ,  they are purely a probability and cannot be 
justifi ed in t he wa:y that any scientifi c theory can be 
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justified , i . e . , by appealing to evi dence whi ch is non­
contradi ctory t o  the theory. In other words, UFO sightings 
do n ot consti tu te direct evi denc e for th e theory that there 
may be life el s ewhere in the Universe and neither can the 
theory be used to suppo rt the sightings , as it often i s .  

Theori es concerning the propulsi on o f  UFOs are 
vari ed and I do not propose to examine them in any d etail . 
The propounder of such theori es should tak e c are not iD 
contradict scientific laws whi ch are t aken to be valid by 
all practising s ci entist s. If this is done then th e new 
theory must , of necessity ,  explain all the phenomena that 
were describ ed by t he c� isplaced s ci entific theory. It 
should als o  b e  remembered that theo rie s c onc erning 
propulsion cross a number of spec ialist fields in s ci ence 
and engineering, and thus well informed critic ism from thes e  
sources will b e  levelled against such theori es. I also 
feel that theori es of propulsion suffer from too much 
concentration on explanation of all t he various r eported 
physical phenomena associat ed with UFOs ; th ese should be 
dealt wi th s eparat ely . 

In c onclusion·, I would say that if th e honest 
b eli ever in UFOs who may or may not hold theorie s which 
purport to explain UFO b ehaviour and intentions ( of which 
I have s aid nothing) , methods of propul s ion ; and origin ,  
woul d s eek t o  interest the scientist o r  lay-sceptic i n  the 
subj ect of UFOl ogy� the fo llowing points should b e  ob served : 

1.. All UFO phenomena which can c onceivab ly b e  
explained (by the s c -eptic ) i n  t erms of natural phenomena 
should e ither not b e  present ed , or be present ed as 
corroborative evi dence only . 

2..  All evidence fo r 1JiiD s whi ch doe s  not fall into 
the above category shoul d be c arefully examined in an 
att empt to avoid hoaxes and delu sions since the exi st ence 
of even one hoax or delusi on ·will prejudic e the scept ic 
(Re . P. Sharp F. S .  Revi ew 7  Nov . 163 ). 

3. Orthoteny and any future hypotheses whi ch att empt 
an analysis o f  UFO si ght i:ngs are s tat isti cal theorie s and 
require great care in their formulation . Such theori es,  of 
them selve s ,  will not give us any direct infonnati on on th e  
nature of UFOs . 

4 •  Theorie s of the origin of UFO s are n ormally 
no mo re than statisti cal stat ement s conc ernL�g the 
probability o f  life el sey,rhere in the Universe which UFO 
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observation a re supposed to support and vice-versa , but 
rli thout further information o n  UFOs, no connection 
between observation and theory c an  be made. 

5 .  Theories on propulsion are dangerous in that 
they usually involve the r efutation of universally acc epted 

· scientific laus , thus entailing ,-,hole sal e rethinking 
concerning a wide range of phenomena, and Je aving the 
propounder of such theories open to attack on many fronts. 

Lastly, I suggest that all serious followers of 
UFOlogy, and especially those in responsible positions , 
should attempt to convinc e som� reputable scientific 
body that a full s cal e  scientifi c resea rch programme 
should be launched to examine, in d etail , all aspects of 
U:FDlogy. 

Officers of IWUFOIS for 1963 - 1964 

President : 

Chairman: 
Hon. Sec : 
Ass. Hon. Sec : 
Treasurer :  

Committee: 

t SPACELINK .' staff: 
Cover design : 
Art vYork: 
Press Liaison : 

Edito r ::  

:Nf_r Peter Haigh. 

Mr L. G. Cramp, A.R.Ae. s. ,  M. S . I . A. 
Mr F.W. Smith. 
Mr M. Wh.i tford-Yvalders. 
Mr S .A.  R:ichards. 

Mr K. Ball , B .Sc. , F.R.A . s . ,  F.B.I.S . 
Wtr A. Go odbu:rn. 
Mr J. Feakins. 
Mr N. Stew-art. 

1ftr M� Cor.nelius. 
Mr F .W. Smit h  & Mr M. Cornelius� 
Miss A .  Spanne r .  
Mr J .  Feakins. 
liJ.fr JK. Whit for d -Wald ers. 

NEWS REIORT FROM BRI GHTON & HOVE FLYING SAUCER RESEARCH GROUP 
by C.E . J. �1xrness, Hon . Sec . , BHFSRG. 

l'Iany readers may have s een Press repor ts about · the t hree Astronomers 
of Mount Stromlo Observator.�i, Canbe:cra, Australia , who saw an un­
usually bright amber light manoeuvring overhead on May 29th 1963. 
We wrote to the Observatory , an� received the follo.wing r eply from 
Professor H. Gollnow , . one of the three who witnessed th e  p!;l.enomenon: -

"Regardi;ng the obj ect observed by us , we were able to identify 
it the next day, as you may have seen al ready in the Press . Our first 
assumption had been that .ne savf a very fast airc raft at high altitude 
( therefore no n oise) using some unusual brlght light. This assumption 
was at first :ruled out by the control t ewer o f  the Cnnbe:cra .Airport. 
Only after �hat , we appro?-ched the "Canberra Timestr a sking if they had 
received any reports whi ch. could possi bly give u s  a clue t o  the nature 
of the obj ect. The next day the Royal Australian Air Force i.nfo:rmed 
us that two Vampire Jets had been flying over Canberra at the partic­
ular time and in the observed direction at high altitude. Besides the 
conventional flash ing red and green navigation lights which we could 
not see they had used a steady and extremely bright recogniti on light 
of amber colou r which was the one we had o bserved. None of us had 
seen such a light being used by an airc raft befo re and even the 
personnel of the airport ( C ivil Aviation ) appa rently did not know 
about it .. 1 1  

In our opinion this would s eem to be a very strange explanation. 
The control tower at th e ai rpo rt knew nothing of the light being 
car ri ed by the Vampire, and it is indeed unusual to hear of su ch  a 
light being carried by an aircraft . It is also noteworthy t hat the 
Vampi re is quite a small Jet-aircraft, and it may have been difficult 
to mount such a large and powerful light on it . We consider it far 
more likely that the light was an Unidentifi ed Flying Object , an d  that, 
as so often happens , the R.A .A .F. is hiding the true facts .  

There were several r eports i n  the B righton "Evening Argus" last 
July of nzy-sterious "headlights" in the sky. The first report was pub­
lished in the July 29th issue, and came from a man and his wife at 
Burgess Hill . Thei r sighting was on a clear night and �ras of twin 
" headlights" moving through the sky. The second report ,  published on 
"July 31st , was from a man who saw th:e " headlights" at Beachy Head, 
near Eastbou rne. Here the lights remained stationary for about half­
an-hour, sweeping the sky with searchlight beams before finally mov­
ing out of sight .  The final repo rt came from a man wno saw a single 
light hovering in the sky at Swan borough ,  near Lewes. Thi s light 
dimmed and then vanished, and the sighting was reported on August 1st. 
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WHAT I S  IT? - lttyste:ry Object found on S chool Playing Field; 
Poli ce Destroy Evidence J 

:Mr Rumsey , of Shanklin, I.  W .. , sent us the description 
of an object , illustrated b elow, whi ch he found whilst 
mowing a netball pitch last S ept ember. It l ey  in t he. 
c entre of an arrow-shaped ,  s corched or burnt depres sion 
about 1 to 2 inches d eep , 2ft-10inche s long and approx. 5 
inche s vri de . 

According to :Mr Rumsey ,  the obj ect itself looked lik e 
a piece of pipe vdth the ends clo sed and flattened and was 
about 6 inche s l ong. It app eared t o  mve a mo ttle d  finish 
and v;as a grey , coppery colour as if it had b een red-hot . 
It rras very, 'heavier t han  lead t ,  quotes Mr Rumsey and the 
metal ;;;as 'very , very hard 1 •· 

He reported his  find to the school authori tie s who 
handed t he object over to the Ibli ce. After fu rther enquiries , 
Mr Rumsey 1 oon1t that the Pol ice had destroyed i:h e  object 
as it tiD.ey' have b e en dangerous t .  No further d etail s  are 
availabl e at present , but IWUFOIS iJ.1.te:nd t o  pu:rsue the matter.  
Of course ,  the inc ident may carr,y a normal explanation, but 
the repo rted Police action in destroying it , if they have , 
�emains questionable .  F .W. Smith 
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STOP PRESS - From December issue of 'Orbit ' comes the tantalising 
snippet of information about a UFO that made a t near landing' at 
an operational RAF base J , -

The TUFOS publication go es on to say that the large number 
of obviously reliable witn esses s eem to have been told that 
silence is golden.  

If  th e event was sufficiently exciting, no doubt Britain ' s  
overworked security system will eventually furnish us with detail s 
of the incident . TUFOS are investigating and hope to  publi sh any 
findings in their next ' ORBIT ' .  
A DECElvlJ3ER DAILY EXPPJ!SS FEATURED . THE FDLLOWING :: -

•Huge explo sions on the moon , appearing as red s po t s ,  have 
been reported by u . s . and Rus si an  observers . 

'An observer at Flagstaff , Arizona, said "I had the 
impres sion I uas looking into a large , polish ed ruby" . 

' Scientists meeting in Dallas, Texas , s aid the 
explosions occurred two days after sunlight returned to that 
part of the moon and could have b een caused by heatingl ' 

( The exclamation mark was suggested by J.D.L.  of SAUFOG, 
who kind.ly s ent in the cutting - Ed. ) . 

THE CASE FOR A NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
by H.W. Bolden.  

Current indications point to a break up o f  the year o ld 
Briti sh UFO As sociation. After only a short life ,  the 
idea i s  fading, whether from t oo loo se a grip on th e policy 
and planning so essential in the se formative days , or that 
the handicaps of soci ety differenc es ,  financ e or lack of a 
common ground for buil d up proved too big for the new 
association • • •  but whatever the causes, and the writer is not 
seeking to lay blame • • •  considerations must now be channelled, 
and with some urgency , to what advantages or disadva:n tages 
face the member societies if the national c oncept is lost . 
And thi s c an  b e  l ost if , as a result from the pro posal s  
al ready made ,  a member ·soci ety replaces the national image 
with a much narrower society one. 

The following aspects will r equire examination -
a. 'Wbat can be bett er promoted by a national 

asso ciation , or achieved or performed rather 
than by the individual societies .  

b .  Can these be applied s o  that , given a reasonabl e 
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time fo.r proof ,  the memb er s o ci et ies s e e  that the 
memb ership of the national as so ciation i s  indeed 
a good thing. 

c .  How can such an association b e  o rgani zed s o  that 
the member so cietie s  retain freedom, int erest and 
individuality , yet respond to the demands in 
l oyal ty and backing ne ces sary if the wider 
ass oci at ion is to have point . 

Firstly , the national as sociation can , and should -
Promot e and eo -relat e  national and internati onal 
viewpoint s and po licie s .  
Suggest s tandards o f  ac ceptanc e/rej ection of r eport s .  
Should be a cl earing hous e for . all aspe ct s o f  UFOlogy. 
Promo t e  interest by di s seminating a high s tandard of 
evidenc e ,  thought and education. 
Harnes s  al l  availabl e exp ert knowl edge wit hin and 
ou tside t he movement f or b en efici al us e .  
Promote the growth o f  neu s ocietie s .  
Organi z e  a regi stry of evidenc e, inf ormation and 
findings acc essible to all m emb ers . 
Maintain , in t he intere s t s  of the movement ,  a . v7atching 
b ri ef on charlatan s, quack s and racke t s  that may grow 
r1i th the movement . 

S econdly 1 and the above list c an  b e  added to with t ime, c an  
the above b e  applie d succes sfully . Po ssibly , but only b y  
a l oos e affiliati on wi th so ci et ies retaining thei r own 
parti cular int ere st s , and all having an ·equal voic e ,  and the 
nati onal headquart ers being so arranged s o  that p::>lici e s ,  
as guidance ,  come down the l ine rather than rulings , fo r the 
numb er-memb er mak e-up and chart er o f  the societie s ·wi ll 
define hovl exact ly they vri l l  accept the po li c ies . 

Broad guid es on h ow to plan res earch , inves ti gat ions , 
reporting, education of ne-rr memb er s ,  antipathy and anti -UFO 
bia s , study sessi on s and c ours es • • • all the s e  and the i r  a spec t s  
are mo st i mpo rtant , and ne-rrly f o:rmed · c lub s an d  groups must be 
free to approach HQ for as sis tance on matt ers ·of such a nature. 

The only p os sibl e peopl e who can help · he re is the national 
HQ • • •  for � s oci ety m� b e  equally hard pressed to so lve their 
ov;n di fficul tie s .  

Thirdly , and of extreme importance , the considerations o f  
ho-rr to work i t .  

The C ouncil and representation of th e  pre sent As so ciation 
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Should work reasonably wel l ;  given time to s et tle down ,  and with 
improvements in the dealing 'Vli th poli cies and planning . I t  
may b e  that extra s e ssions of th e Council wi�l b e  nece ssary 
to hammer out policy on res earch , recrui tment , representat ion 
and the all important one of recording, but on the as sumption 
that nothing of value is ever cheap , the extra finance to b e  
foun d ,  say, for poli cy meetings over ano ther year may wel l 
prove a cheap buy in the l ong run . 
It must b e  clearly seen that the present British UFO movement 
i s  a grow�ing collection o f  s o ci et i es , each po s sessing o r  
devel oping i t s  own enti ty an d  aim an d  at thi s stage , great har.m 
can b e  done to goodwill and effo rt if they are not al lowed to 
contribut e ,  freely and unchecked, t o  the nati on concept . 

Recogni tion o f  t hi s  should guide Counc il organiz ati on o n  
what a ims an d  po licy a re to b e  examine d and in . what priority, and 
for di scus sion, the writ er suggest s -

a. That Briti sh U . F . O .  HQ must b e  separate and independent 
of al l s ocieti e s . 

b .  That wi thin i ts C ounc il chart er, sc ope must be given 
for � -
i .  Po licy d ecisions on �hat res earch planning should 

be given out t o . s ociet ies . 
ii . Policy d ecisions on education f or the fu ture at 

al l level s and aspect s  - soci eti es can assi s t .  
iii . Decisions an uheth er a central nati onal regi st r,y  

of information an d  evidence should give way t o  
regional one s ,  in o rder t o  save co s t s  and 
unwi eldy syst ems . 

It may be that the C ounc il may have t o  b e  sub-grouped t o  
cope vnth t hese and mat t ers al ready covered in i t s  charter , such 
as memb ershi p ,  finance and area o rgani zation , but whatever the 
interi o r  arrangements , the coun cil faces a difficul t and critical 
growth t ime . 

The membe r from Wapping, Wale s  or Walls end can give equally 
to the movement , can also b enefit to the same degree , but 
the e ssent ial move now i s  to keep the As sociation going, 
by �hat ever name , in the reasonab l e  expectation that given 
time and freedom to s ettl e  down, and vTi th l ive and co nfid ent 
C01.L1'1C il , improvement s and the national s ervi c e  to the 
so ci eties will gro� , for the event ual bett erment of all in 
the movement . 
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NEWS FLASH g by F .W. Smith . 

Th e Society has recently contacted the elusi ve Dr. 
Robert Randall who appeare d on th e Charl ton ' crat er ' s cene 
in July, 1963 .  It will b e  remembered that Randal l ,  having 
made some extraordina:cy stat ement s ,  di sappeared myst eri ously 
and l eft i nt ens e s pe cul ation rife an. ong the national pre s s  
an d  populac e .  Th e  Daily Mail , uhich refused lat er t o  go 
back on it s word , pub l i s hed a hoax ' co nf es s ion ' that 
put the dampers on Randal l 1 s Ura.ni an spaceshi p . The Jetter 
they w oul d  no t print i s  by the ' conf e sso r '  himself and can 
be read in e ither t re  Autumn BUFOA j ournal or th e Nov/Dec . 
i ssue of Flying Saucer Review ; the ' hoaxer' i s  one John 
S outh ern.. 

Dr. R . J . Randall , Ph . D . , M.A. s . o . ( qualifications are 
genuine nnd can be l ooke d up in appropriat e regi sters ) has 
now re-appeare d and published a r eport containing h i s  s t ory 
of the Charl t on and o ther c rat ers . 'Ihe main sub stance of 
th e report is his alleged contact with a dying spaceman on 
a S co t ti sh mo or .  I t  is an intriguing do cument , but w e  do not 
wish t o  pass any comment at thi s stage and suggest that 
int erested readers s hould send 2/6 fo r their own c o py to : 

Dr-. R. J .  Randal l , 4 ,  Sidbury Hill Ave , TIDWORTH , Hant s .  
TI.fUFOIS are h oping t o  invit e Dr. Randal l to th e  I sle 

o f  Wight to give member s  a fir st hand opportunity to talk 
t o  him. 

BJOKS YOU MUST READ 

This i s  a s ec tion o f  SPACELINK whi ch we hope t o  f�tl1 re 
in each i ssu e. Any r eade r who has enj oyed a parti cular b o ok , 
an d  c an  writ e a few bri ef wo rds of prais e ,  may contribut e .  
Being up t o  my eyeb rows in wo :rk ,  I was only abl e. t o  di gest 
one paper-back this month (Edi to r) . 

Over thirty years o f  painstaking res earch has enabl ed 
Frank Edv>Tards to compile the 75 weird stories that can be 
found in ' S tran�r than Science ' ,  published by l:)an book s , 
No . X25 2 ,  at 3/� As true as they are fascinating, th ese 
tal es offer much food for thought ; t there are more t hings 
in Heaven and earth t han are dreamt o f  • • .  t 
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